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Determining Ability to Consent to a Vaccination 

 

 

 

Outcome of MCA: On the 

balance of probabilities, 

does the person have 

capacity to consent to 

vaccination being 

administered? 

 

 

 

You must gather information about the individual and determine if there is any reason to doubt the person’s 

ability to consent to receiving the vaccination.  

A person may need to be assisted to reach a decision, and every effort should be made to support an individual to 

make a decision, if they are able. If capacity fluctuates, for example if a person has an inter-current infection, then a 

decision should be postponed to see if capacity is regained when the person recovers. 

Ask the question: Is there an impairment of or disturbance in the functioning of the person’s mind or brain? Is 

there reason to question the person’s capacity to consent to the vaccination? 

 

Mental Capacity 

Assessment completed 

by the health practitioner 

administering the 

vaccination 

YES NO 

Gain consent              

from the person to 

administer vaccination 

YES 

NO 

Proceed to a Best Interest Decision. 

 Even if the person has been deemed to lack capacity, they 

should be encouraged to be involved in the process as far 

as possible. 

 You must consider all options when determining what is 

in the best interest of the person. 

 Take into account additional relevant information such as 

advanced care planning as well as past wishes and beliefs 

such as having had/not had the vaccination previous years.  

 This decision must be the least restrictive option. 

 If restraint (chemical and/or physical) is required to 

administer vaccination, seek advice from your MCA Lead.  

 Consider if Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards apply. If so, 

seek advice from your MCA Lead. May require to be 

reviewed by Court of Protection.  

*Clearly document your decision making. 

 

 

Is there a lasting power of attorney (LPA) or a court appointed 

deputy for health & welfare decisions? If so, they can 

consent on behalf of the person. 

YES NO 

If consent gained from 

LPA or Deputy, administer 

vaccination. 

 

Capacity is time and decision-

specific. A decision cannot 

therefore be based solely on the 

practitioner’s prior knowledge of 

the person, or on an assumption of 

capacity based on age, 

appearance, medical conditions or 

behaviour. 

 


